Seven

BEGINNINGS OF THE RAJ

After the expiry of Hassan Ali's term of office as Amildar (for the
English East India Company) of the Northern Sarkars, excepting Chicacole
and Guntur Sarkars, the Madras Government had decided to administer these
Sarkars through their provincial councils at Masuhpatam and Vizagapatam.

Since the primary interests of the Chiefs and their Councils at
Masulipatam and Vizagapatam were commercial, they were incompetent to
manage even the Haveh lands because they had no knowledge of the local
affairs, country, people, produce etc. They did not know the regional
language and they were dependent on Dubashis (Interpreters).1 Secondly,
after the death of Aurangazeb, 'not only the forms but even the remember-
ances of civil authority seemed to be wholly lost1 in this region.2 And the
Government of theNizam hadhitherto been little more than nominal. So, the
English East India Company experienced much difficulty in consolidating
their authority in these Sarkars.

Surprisingly enough, the villages were not much affected in any way
while the transfer of power was Taking place in the region on earlier
occasions. The'"village communities remained in exactly the same condition
as they had been m from time immemorial. Each village constituted in itself
a perfect whole. Unheeding the changes which may have taken place in the
government above them, the cultivators of the ground quietly continued their
avocations. They yoked their bullocks to the plough and followed them in
their uneven course. They drew the scanty supply of water from the
neighbouring stream or tank, and wrangled over the precious liquid. They
sowed seed in the saturated soil and transplanted the tender spouts of the
growing paddy. They gathered the harvest and tendered their bullocks as they

1   Vizagapatam Disi. Guide to Records (176$-1835), 1934, p.2.
2  Vth Report cf the select Ccnnmtiteetp.2lL